POPULATION  DIFFICULTIES  IN  THE  EMPIRE
living in general have the opposite effect to that
believed by these supporters of an increase in income.
The number of children in working-class families is
still relatively greater than in the families of those who
are better off, particularly upper-middle class families.
If we examine the reasons more closely we shall see that
in Great Britain it is not the absolute standard of
living which is decisive for the size of the family, but
the wish to increase that standard. In order to be able
to live like the rich the less-rich citizen limits the size
of his family. As a result of the fact that he now has
fewer children and therefore less to spend on their
upbringing, he can afford a higher social standard, a
motor-car, better clothes, and a house in a better
neighbourhood, and at the same time he can move
more freely in society, whilst he can afford to send
those few children he still has to a better and more
expensive school.
All these wishes have their effect on the birth rate
in other countries too, and the process influences just
those circles from which normally the leaders of the
nation are recruited. However, in Great Britain the
effect of such wishes is particularly great owing to the
specific social structure of the nation, because well-
being and everything it opens up are regarded as
particularly important. No distinction is made between
possession of money and power and reputation ; on the
contrary, the three things are most closely connected.
The possession of money is of the greatest importance
for the position and prospects of the individual.
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